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8 [Bk are. * pa from ſhunvin an an inquiry 5 4 


into the op of their denial of infant baptiſm, 

that they with ardenitly, for a row b =— 4 
amination- On tlie Hrm fosting of resſon and ſcrip--/. Ry 
ture they meet Mit oppodents ; und .doubr-not if , 
their, cauſe be tis d the, word of God, mot the tra, 
ditions of Men, wt they ſhall come off viftbrious.—, '-- 
We know our Lord ſaid; ger the liel children. tos * 
came .unto me an for ia them not; Mark x. . 1 
bring our offspring, - herefore, by prayet to-Jeſus; and;1; +1 
entreat,. that. they may ben his arms, and the hand“? 
of his grace be upon The queſtion in dehlate?: 
is 5 Whether TR od ought be Hedicated to God ?\c; 
We agree that they ought, But in what a eee gi 974 
they. to de .dedicated f Is It proper to-baptize: them, 
No, There is not the leaſt ground ſot thinking, that 5 
the. infants preſented ro Chrilt were baptised then, opt” - *Þ 
before bat time. Aud we  objedt 10 ien of... 
iafants to bapriſm, from "the er s | 1 
ſubmitted. to the candid Reader. ARYL IS 
E. a iſm'flatly ontradicts the Ne 
of Chin, Icke ate tions of his Apoles.” 2 
Lark jen, Mat: in 19. Ge and tack: * A * 1 
trons baptizing {bem Teach, and ben baptixe, is is he 

br ders the preek word fignify. an,; 
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may be ſeen by comparing Mat, x15, 52, Mat. xxvii. 
57. Acts. xiv. 21. Which are all the AE in which . 
the word is uſed. in the New-teſtament, and as Dr. 
5 A4 {an eminent Independent Minrfer,and Tutor) 
__ confeſſes, in his Body Divinity, Dueftion 166. Bur 
; Infant-bagtiſm ſays, Baprize hel who are incapable of 
being taught ; To. reverſing the order of the goſpel, 
_ and contradiQting that form: of duty, in the execution 
of which Jeſus promiſed, ta be with his Minifters a/- 
wupi, even to the ind of the. world. Again, the lan- 
| vage of. Jeſus is, He that belirweth and is baptized ſhall 
be ſaved, &c. ordaining the baptiſm of believers, to 
be preached to-every. reaſonable creature, Mark. xvi. 
16. But infant-baptiſm. ſays, Banz tho/e who 
de not, and perbaps ur will liese How clear 
the contradiction to the words of Chriſt! I bave no 
doubt that God ſaves infants, ſodying, in a way con- 
liſtent with his perfect wiſdom:. But the above text 
bas no reference to their ſalvation? or to a denial of 
it. It has relation to perſons arrived at the exerciſe | 
of reaſon, and to them only, And the command N 
being to preach this baptiſm (without mentioning any 
| other) to every creature, would any expect our Lord, 
gat the ſame time, to ordain another kind of baptiſm, 
> . quite the contrary to this, that of infants? Is not the 
> ©command,:*teach this to every creature, as much as 
2 to ſay, teach this, and xo. other doctriue be tbar 
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""'Y be or navy; ar tht Lord our God ball call,” Acts H. 3g. 

* whereas, infit«baptiſas+ ſays, **  captize. e /ted. of 
46 Belieatre,. though they are net callad; Yea, contrary 
 toheir'avowed ſentimente, the Pædobaptiſts generally : 
' ſprinkle the children, of ſuch as are 20 believers, bye 

- mianifeltly anbefievers,,——Once more; baptifm 1 

ſpoken of, as the,ah/aver-of a goed conſcience ; I Peter 

iii. 27. But infarſt-baptiſm would deſtroy this aufiver, 
"—_— in its place, 3 rite Chriſt ſever appointed, | 
and his Apoſtles never heard of. ee ee 

II. Infant-bapfiſta is inconſiſtent wWieb ſalvation, - 

alone by the free-grace of God. The Baptiſts. credit 
the awful fact, that the children of believers are ñ 
nature children of aurath tven as others ; that no ex- 
cellence is communicated, by a deſcent from chriſtian- 

parents; but their falvation muſt come from the free, 
unconditional love of God. They ſeek his mercy for 


them therefore. But they are ſhocked to hear parents, 4 
_ _ claiming a righr of pore their children into the 
_ covenant of gract, an fealing them in it by {| prinkling; | 


making it a kind of drain with God, for his favour 
to the child ; as if it gave a title, to the privileges of 
of God's covenant, But not to ſpeak without authority, | 
let me produce my . vouchers. . Infant-bapuſm was 
-* firſt ſtarted by a notion, that no; unbaptized perſon | 
could be ſaved, Baptiſm was ftiled the remiron of 5 
Jas: And as infants could not make the confeffon 
previous to it, Godfathers,' &c. were invented, Who 
.. proteſted, that the infant did afually. believe, and 4d. 
| 


Fre to be bajtized. St. Auguſtine maintained, that a 
child, dying unbaptized; is doomed to the. /erond death... * 
The like reniet is held by the church of Rome, the 
_ » Lutheran, and EngliÞ church; each infiſting, that - 
_ » baptiſm, a child 1s regezerated, and made a. child of 
God, &c, So Mr. Decourcy,' that baptiſm initiates into 


grace; and ſeals a covenant-right 10 glory ; Lett 7 b. 48. by 
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* Fe any. V. It .4 Te i * 3 1 df 
difleoters'ulfay hold a ſort * co ve - 


r „ar paſtes from belzewers fo theit chil- 
| Aren 4 ate from father to! fon} by; Vietus of 
Ki ARK 't St converſion ig rendered mort! certain, 
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TEE 


K 9 5 5 by the faith of the believing partner. Meſſ 


than che children of che unge To prbnenthis 


J : 4 ey eite Cor, vii. 14 "which 4 EY no Juthpha- 


cal notivir z bat only, that the children of gouly 
parents. have' great advantages for becoming; holy, 
from the good inſtructions and examples affogged them, 
as the tnbelieving husband ort Wife is there ſaid 
1100 to be mu holy (but ſurely not to have a; riꝑb. to 


i Hon, and Bottumley, o 'Sthrborough, ave. bur 


1 Mt notions of” original-infitfelf ; for both bell us, 
4 har 


10 


there is © ſomething: So pleafeng to. Chrift-inxbil- 
be Jren,” that they ars proper ſibjedts.of his Ring- 


7 0055 4 whereas our. Fords meaning, Mark x. i was 


7 
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"1 ith cply. this,' that his" ſabjefts 'think\mean/y ot them: 
'"Telves; and deem ewt er leſs than t be hah, as mere 


© children in Knowledge and experience. After all Mr. 


._ #ettoniley confeſſes, chat the children brought 40 Chriſt 
 wete det baptized; for which he gives this)reaſon. 
. «bat Chrift did to themwas ſat more than hapti/m,” 
* cher illowing;' that if Chritt bleſ our infants; that 
will do 47 well, without baptiſm. Short Plea, p. 18. 


** + 5 urther, Mr. Maurice s Social Religion, Dial, VIII. 


Hime, that abel no. godline/I appears upon the feed 
 beliewers, through many years, ' and dub unto 0 
ve? age, and perhaps until death,” yet, being ſealed 


0 covenant with God, they cannot miſs of ion, 
for **©:rbe prome/e of it cannot be overturned; and ** it 
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| "Y % 7, not the wwill of God they fGonld periſh.” How na- 


* SA tara may a wicked man, Who has had godly parents, 
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thing from all this, that he may be cateleſs about his 
ſoul, for God has engaged to his parents, to ſave 
e! 1 wonder EIN: that * Og are not ikea 
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vicion of fin, and prevent their extneſt concern about 


diba ſaving converſion” to God without which ubeir 
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riked | left by big eheir ehildren s notion) ofhav- 


ing been dh Ubrißt in ihfancy,' (together with . 


. going to the table öf che Lord, Wilk only ſtupify wem 


25 


the merely fund manner, generülly peaking; of their 
a pot oo chufch*communion)” they ſmother oon - 


de more in cheir 6iiconverted (tare. Mr. Crudex, in 
. is Concordance, ſays,” that Cirtumcifron was a Yien, 


 enrdence And arunte, that God would accept of them 
- (the circumciſed} for his" peculiaf people, pardn their 


| So. Dy. Watts, (Hymn 127: 134. Book II) that the” 2 
.. ſeed. of belieyers is printied worth the blood of Abriß, 


$623 


of his life, he Was willing that infant- baptiſm ſbould 


fins, and e ben from their natural corruptian.— 


an their /alvation'is mad ſure; but in the latter part 


de given up, as 15 confeſſed by che candid Bairor of 


__ the Doctor lin, in the diſpute between Mr. Carter, | 


and Mr. Richard! of Lynn. — With all the talk about 
nel preaching, baptiſm is ſtilk held to be a recom- 


_mendation'to the favour of God; aſperſions are thrown 


* 
* 


. , 


upon the baptiſts of creelty, in denying their children F 


the privilege, of being in covenant with Gef queer 
ſtories are told, of their deſeendants having greas year, 
that God would not ſhew them mercy; * 


canſe' they 


bad not been baytized ;" and parents are ſaid tomhave 
great encouragement; to pray for their children, be- 


Lale of Abingas is poſitive, chat to veſuſe infant: 
baptiſm, is to pri ben of ibe bingen a Go 


„% coapenant,”” Serm p. 20. and poſſibli from the 


ſame apprebenſion, the Pædobaptiſts are ſo happy. 


when they can inveigle any of the grown-up children 


of Baptiſts, to be ſprinkfed, even though! #rreligious, 


and ſome Wc are not moral. 


III. The argument for 'infant«baptiſm,' from"eir- - 
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cauſe they have'/zaled them in'the covenant ; nay,'Mr.. : 
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ebe, i totally; abſurd and fallacious. The Bible 


no here calls it a; % of the cen, of. race, It 
 was'given to Abraham, as a ſeal of the righteouſneſs 
of the Faith, which he had being.uncircumciſed, Rom, 
Iss. 6. that is, a len that God accepted his faith, and 

would make him the,/arher, or pattern, for all them 
thut believe, though uncircumciſed. Bat it Was no 
ſieal of a pirilunl nature to. his gatural ſeed; nor did 

God promiſe, that for Abraham's ſake he would be 
 #htir God in afpiritval ſenſe. This would be to argue, 
that the Jews, notwithitand 
-- "muſt univerſally be ſaved. Hut God explains his own 


meaning. to be limited to their poſſeſſion of Casas 


ſee Jer: xi. 4: 5. If circumciſion did ſeal, in the co- 
venant of grace, why was it not to be applied till the 
eighth day after the birth, no not if the death of the 


infant before that day would have prevented it. And 


. why had not the females. this mark, or any mark of 
the like fignification ? Were not the women in the 
covenant, x jo they were thus geglected ? To infinuate 
(with Mr. Bortomley) that the women were circumciſed 
in the men, has not the leaſt proof from ſcripture, and 
- "Is ridiculous. It is like one man's doing penance in 
. "the room of another. Why might not the baptiſm of 
the men alſo ſerve for the women? But the truth is, 
- _ elrcumciſian was unneceſſary for the female ſex ; it was 
.  @ carnal, political ordinance, intended to deter the nen 
from committing fornication, . and other lewdneſs, 
_ after the manner of the heathen, fignified particularly, 


- 


by the pt ſpoken of, in the idolatrous worſhip of the 


7 8 calf, Ex. xxxii 6. compared with Gen. xxvi. 8. 

Circumciſion” was nor an ad of worſbip. | No religious 
ceremony attended it. It was hardly proper for the 
 Tabbath-day (as our Lord retorts upon the Jews, 
John vii. 23.) had not the law of- Moſes, for ſome 
"compaſſionate reaſon, enacted, that it ſhould be ne 
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ing their preſent infidelity, 
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it enjoj 
of Ab f 
nification, that the Apoſtle infiſts, 
being a debtor ts keep "the whole law, Gal, v. 3. and 
coal 

to . be. juſtified by it Rom. ii. 25. conſequently, it 


exa&tly on the eighth day, although that da fell apon 
the abbath. $6 has the fr : ers or e 
proſelytes. attended on worſhip without it. Nor Was 
„8 2 duty, upon any but the natural ſeed 
am. 80 far from being a mark of golpel-ſig- 
ſts, it was a token. of 


not profit any man, unleſs he Zepr.:be law fo as 
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marked out the Jews, as ander condemnation for breaks ' Oh 


ing the law. / Not one of the Pædobaptiſt miniſters 


will-honeſtly tell their hearers, u bat circumcifion was, 
They axe aſhamed to explain. And I alſo am aſham. 
ed, to dwell any longer, upon a ſubject ſo indelicate, 

that God would not Rave ordained it, but for the res- 


ſons juſt mentioned; I am more aſhamed at comparing 


it with the pure ordinance of chriſtian-baptiſm. It is 
with an ill grace, that ſuch aſperſe the Bapriſts, with __ 


the fancied indecency of immer/ion, which is ſo manj- 


7 


ſeſtly the /criptural modi of baptiſm. I ſubjoin the 
e times 
of the Apoſtles, and ſays, in hi Dia/ogue with Tb 
the: Feu, that cireumeiſion was not „er rig n 


words of 7aſtin Maxtyr, who lived very near 


ner a work of righteouſneſs,” and that it was proved to 


be neither by this, that the women had nothing of 


the kind, though as capable of a good work as the 
men, From whence 1 conclude, the notion of 


circumcifion's. being a ſeal of the covenant of grace, 
was not heard of 150 years after Chriſt. We 


IV. tnfant-baptiſm is incenfiſtent with our dien. 


"wes. 


from the church of Zaglaad. For if circumcifion be 
Kan. ba 7 


ptiſm, then the Jewiſh 


the pattern for Chri 


church is for the chriſtian ; the church of Chriſt onghe | 
to be aationa/; and all the people in the nation, good 

dre ougut to to the 
ſacrament, as all the Jews, and their children, Par i 


and bad, and even the chi 
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. ihe Þ 2 Ws of B, ld: in the 
only true church 2. 795 and to dige Nane and torr 
- ſeparate,uiadepenifvi Jocieties 28 ohſeriptyral. 4 Pious 


© Seokels: Miniſter.once profeſſed to me," A. Jong" 41 4 


T2 Kate, i all Met of ia * ihn i BuF rd 


2% F believe the.chureh. of Ch it to be congregational. a. 
* n Difantars ig ee A 1 muft be a Baprig.” 


Good Man! He was not e that 2 national-church 
makes no difference ween t the pres cious and the vile, 
between the church and the wor Id; ; "which: if allows: 
in the garnal gitaal of the Jews, contradicts the defign 
of che goſpel. But he e have't carried his reaſon- 
ing much-further,; for if the church of Chriſt be on the 
- plas of the Jewiſh, the. orders of Biſhops." Prieſi and 
Desen, ought.to. be. b as in the Jewish there 


were the High«Pricft; t Prien and. Levitet: The one 


anfwers preciſely tg. the ther. "The Diſſenter's argu- | 
ments, for the: equalicy wo. miniſters under the new- 
teſtument, are denpyed his 1 for infant- 
from the 6565 of the old; and l can 
And uo oon ſiſtency, between being, of the church of 
| Fagland; or elſe a Baptiſt.— For the od of baptiſm, 
I refer che Reader to a mall tract, called, Plains Ria- 
bon for being 4 Bapii ih. "But indeed the Baptiſts rejoice, 
that the = is miſtaken by the eſpouſers' of lufant- 
3 and a ceremony put in itt room, Which 
nd Naptiſm, nor can prevent the right adminifira- 
ps whenever a Proper ſubj je offers. Deſpiſed as 
otat, the Baptiſts 5 0 and chankfol- | 
ED that they are thus - liſting aud difallow 
_whas- the world, terms. bapfiff . "pity thoſe 
pow peuple ho conform to AR. $f they follow 
' "Chriſt. : God. * ſs P "_ the 
fuer e 
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